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In 1965, Paul Harvey broadcasted “If I Were the Devil.” It is really 

amazing to realize over 47 years ago how accurately he “prophesied” the 

future spiritual condition of the United States. Many of his statements 

were considered ridiculously outlandish at that time in history. Yet, we 

find ourselves today… 

If I were the devil … If I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want to engulf 

the whole world in darkness. And I’d have a third of its real estate, and 

four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized 

the ripest apple on the tree — Thee.  So I’d set about however necessary 

to take over the United States. I’d subvert the churches first — I’d begin 
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with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would 

whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: ‘Do as you please.’ 

“To the young, I would whisper that ‘The Bible is a myth.’ I would 

convince them that man created God instead of the other way around. I 

would confide that what’s bad is good, and what’s good is ‘square.’ And 

the old, I would teach to pray, after me, ‘Our Father, which art in 

Washington…’ 

“And then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid 

literature exciting, so that anything else would appear dull and 

uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa. I’d 

pedal narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen 

of distinction. I’d tranquilize the rest with pills. 

“If I were the devil I’d soon have families that war with themselves, 

churches at war with themselves, and nations at war with themselves; 

until each in its turn was consumed. And with promises of higher ratings 

I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames. If I were the devil I 

would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but neglect to 

discipline emotions — just let those run wild, until before you knew it, 

you’d have to have drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every 

schoolhouse door. 

“Within a decade I’d have prisons overflowing, I’d have judges 

promoting pornography — soon I could evict God from the courthouse, 

then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress. And 

in His own churches I would substitute psychology for religion, and 

deify science. I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and 

girls, and church money. If I were the devil I’d make the symbols of 

Easter an egg and the symbol of Christmas a bottle. 

“If I were the devil I’d take from those who have, and give to those who 

want until I had killed the incentive of the ambitious. 

And what do you bet I could get whole states to promote gambling as 

the way to get rich? I would caution against extremes and hard work in 

Patriotism, in moral conduct. I would convince the young that marriage 

is old-fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on the TV 



is the way to be. And thus, I could undress you in public, and I could 

lure you into bed with diseases for which there is no cure. In other 

words, if I were the devil I’d just keep right on doing what he’s doing. 

 

Paul Harvey, good day.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Price Freedom 
by Paul Harvey 

 

The question often has been asked, “What happened to those men who 

signed the Declaration of Independence?” Paul Harvey, noted radio 

commentator and writer, answered the question in an article entitled, 

“What Price Freedom?” Here’s what he found:  

 

“Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before 

they died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their 

sons in the Revolutionary Army. One of the signers had two sons 

captured. Nine of the fifty-six fought and died of wounds or the 

hardships of the Revolutionary War.  

 

But what kind of men were they, these men who boldly wrote their 

names to the Declaration that lit the fires of liberty in souls of men 

throughout the world?  

 

Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists, eleven were merchants, nine were 

farmers and large plantation owners, men of means, well-educated.  

 

Their security, their incomes, and their worldly possessions made them 

substantially well off. But they signed the Declaration of Independence 



even though they knew the penalty would be death on the gallows, if 

they were captured.  

 

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes…and their 

sacred honor. Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, 

saw his ships swept from the seas by the British Navy. He sold his home 

and his properties to pay his debts and died in rags. Thomas McKean 

was so hounded by the enemy that he was forced to move his family 

almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his family 

was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him and poverty 

was his reward.  

 

Vandals or soldiers or both looted the properties of Ellery Clymer, Hall, 

Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Rutledge and Middleton. At the Battle of 

Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr. noted that the British General Cornwallis 

had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. The owner quietly 

urged General George Washington to open fire, which was done. The 

home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. His grave is unmarked 

and unknown.  

 

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed 

his wife, and she died within a few months. John Hart was driven from 

his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their thirteen children fled for their 

lives. His fields and his grist mill were laid waste. For more than a year 

he lived in the forests and caves, returning home after the war to find his 

wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later he died from 

exhaustion and a broken heart.  

 

Morris and Livingston suffered similar fates. Such were the stories and 

sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, 

rabble-rousing ruffians. These were soft-spoken men of means, wealth 

and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. Standing 

tall, straight and unwavering, they pledged: ‘For the support of this 

declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes 

and our sacred honor.’” 


