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Many experts expect public anger over inflation to enable Republicans 

to regain a majority in the US House of Representatives and maybe the 

Senate in next week’s midterm elections. However, even if every close 

Senate race broke in Republicans’ favor, and the new Republican 

majority was determined to pass a pro-liberty agenda, there still would 

not be the votes to override President Biden’s vetoes, or Chuck 

Schumer’s filibusters. Pro-liberty legislation cutting spending, or 

protecting our First, Second, and Fifth Amendment rights, or shutting 

down the Department of Education, or auditing the Federal Reserve, 

would not become law. 

 

The fact that such pro-liberty legislation would not become law is a 

reason many Republican Congress members feel comfortable 

cosponsoring and voting for such bills. One of the dirty secrets of 

American politics is that the establishment of both parties supports the 

corporatist welfare-warfare state and the fiat money system that makes it 

all possible. While they quibble over the details, the only real 

disagreement between the two parties is over which one is better able to 

run the economy, run the world, and run our personal lives. 
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One hoped-for benefit of having Congress in Republican hands is that 

the Republican desire to deny President Biden any major legislative 

victories going into the 2024 election means the American people will 

be safe from more big spending legislation like the misnamed Inflation 

Reduction Act that will lead to more inflation. It is also hoped that our 

liberty and prosperity will be safe from attempts to expand government’s 

role in healthcare and implement the Green New Deal. 

 

Should Republicans take the Senate, my son Kentucky Senator Rand 

Paul could assume the chairmanship of the Senate Health, Education, 

Labor and Pensions Committee. Rand has already stated he wants there 

to be a full investigation into Dr. Anthony Fauci’s actions leading up to 

and during the covid scare. Rand’s chairmanship would also allow him 

to examine ways in which the Department of Education has undermined 

parental authority and weakened academics while promoting the use of 

critical race theory in government schools. He could also look at how the 

Education Department is abusing its authority to force schools to allow 

boys to play on girls’ sports teams and even to use girls’ bathrooms. 

 

Arizona could send pro-liberty members of Congress a new ally: Blake 

Masters. Masters is an advocate of limited constitutional government 

who understands the importance of challenging the Federal Reserve’s 

unchecked power and protecting liberty and prosperity. He is currently 

in a very close race with incumbent Senator Mark Kelly, who is a 

leading advocate for gun control in the Senate. 

 

While we should support those few politicians who stand up for liberty, 

we should remember that we cannot rely on politicians alone to restore 

liberty. Instead, the only way to win back our liberty is to change the 

political and cultural environment politicians operate in. That is why 

converting a critical mass of people to libertarianism is crucial. Our 

victory will come not by electing a libertarian majority to Congress but 

by controlling the political and intellectual environment so even the 

authoritarians feel compelled to vote for liberty. 
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“You see them on the street. You watch them on TV. You might even 

vote for one this fall. You think they’re people just like you. You’re 

wrong. Dead wrong.” — They Live  

 

All is not as it seems. 

 

There’s the world we see (or are made to see) and then there’s the one 

we sense (and occasionally catch a glimpse of), the latter of which is a 

far cry from the propaganda-driven reality manufactured by the 

government and its corporate sponsors, including the media. 

 

This is the premise of John Carpenter’s film They Live. 

 

Best known for his horror film Halloween, which assumes that there is a 

form of evil so dark that it can’t be killed, Carpenter’s larger body of 

work is infused with a strong anti-authoritarian, anti-establishment, 

laconic bent that speaks to the filmmaker’s concerns about the 

unraveling of our society, particularly our government. 
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Time and again, Carpenter portrays the government working against its 

own citizens, a populace out of touch with reality, technology run amok, 

and a future more horrific than any horror film. 

 

In They Live, two migrant workers discover that the world is not as it 

seems. In fact, the population is actually being controlled and exploited 

by aliens working in partnership with an oligarchic elite. All the while, 

the populace—blissfully unaware of the real agenda at work in their 

lives—has been lulled into complacency, indoctrinated into compliance, 

bombarded with media distractions, and hypnotized by subliminal 

messages beamed out of television and various electronic devices, 

billboards and the like. 

 

It is only when homeless drifter John Nada (played to the hilt by the late 

Roddy Piper) discovers a pair of doctored sunglasses—Hoffman 

lenses—that Nada sees what lies beneath the elite’s fabricated reality: 

control and bondage. 

 

When viewed through the lens of truth, the elite, who appear human 

until stripped of their disguises, are shown to be monsters who have 

enslaved the citizenry in order to prey on them. 

 

Likewise, billboards blare out hidden, authoritative messages: a bikini-

clad woman in one ad is actually ordering viewers to “MARRY AND 

REPRODUCE.” Magazine racks scream “CONSUME” and “OBEY.” A 

wad of dollar bills in a vendor’s hand proclaims, “THIS IS YOUR 

GOD.” 

 

When viewed through Nada’s Hoffman lenses, some of the other hidden 

messages being drummed into the people’s subconscious include: NO 

INDEPENDENT THOUGHT, CONFORM, SUBMIT, STAY ASLEEP, 

BUY, WATCH TV, NO IMAGINATION, and DO NOT QUESTION 

AUTHORITY. 

 

This indoctrination campaign engineered by the elite in They Live is 

painfully familiar to anyone who has studied the decline of American 

culture. 

https://medium.com/@threegracespress/enter-the-rabbit-hole-a-d%C3%A9tournement-by-derek-swannson-475c23747668
http://www.rollingstone.com/sports/news/rowdy-roddy-piper-dead-at-61-20150731
http://www.rollingstone.com/sports/news/rowdy-roddy-piper-dead-at-61-20150731
http://www.rollingstone.com/movies/features/how-they-live-took-on-the-republicans-and-won-20141027


citizenry that does not think for themselves, obeys without question, is 

submissive, does not challenge authority, does not think outside the box, 

and is content to sit back and be entertained is a citizenry that can be 

easily controlled. 

 

In this way, the subtle message of They Live provides an apt analogy of 

our own distorted vision of life in the American police state, what 

philosopher Slavoj Žižek refers to as dictatorship in democracy, “the 

invisible order which sustains your apparent freedom.” 

 

We’re being fed a series of carefully contrived fictions that bear no 

resemblance to reality. 

 

Tune out the government’s attempts to distract, divert and befuddle us 

and tune into what’s really going on in this country, and you’ll run 

headlong into an unmistakable, unpalatable truth: what we are dealing 

with today is an authoritarian beast that has outgrown its chains and will 

not be restrained. 

 

Through its acts of power grabs, brutality, meanness, inhumanity, 

immorality, greed, corruption, debauchery and tyranny, the government 

has become almost indistinguishable from the evil it claims to be 

fighting, whether that evil takes the form of terrorism, torture, 

disease, drug trafficking, sex trafficking, murder, violence, theft, 

pornography, scientific experimentations or some other diabolical means 

of inflicting pain, suffering and servitude on humanity. 

 

We have let the government’s evil-doing and abuses go on for too long. 

 

We’re being fed a series of carefully contrived fictions that bear no 

resemblance to reality. 

 

From the moment we are born until we die, we are indoctrinated into 

believing that those who rule us do it for our own good. 

 

The truth is far different. 
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The powers-that-be want us to feel threatened by forces beyond our 

control (terrorists, pandemics, mass shootings, etc.). They want us afraid 

and dependent on the government and its militarized armies for our 

safety and well-being. They want us distrustful of each other, divided by 

our prejudices, and at each other’s throats. 

 

Most of all, they want us to continue to march in lockstep with their 

dictates as fearful, controlled, pacified zombies. 

 

This brings me back to They Live, in which the real zombies are not the 

aliens calling the shots but the populace who are content to remain 

controlled. 

 

Oblivious to what lies ahead, we’ve been manipulated into believing that 

if we continue to consume, obey, and have faith, things will work out. 

But that’s never been true of emerging regimes. And by the time we feel 

the hammer coming down upon us, it will be too late. 

 

So where does that leave us? 

 

The characters who populate Carpenter’s films provide some insight. 

 

Underneath their machismo, they still believe in the ideals of liberty and 

equal opportunity. Their beliefs place them in constant opposition with 

the law and the establishment, but they are nonetheless freedom fighters. 

 

When, for example, John Nada destroys the alien hypno-transmitter 

in They Live, he delivers a wake-up call for freedom. As Nada 

memorably declares, “I have come here to chew bubblegum and kick 

ass. And I’m all out of bubblegum.” 

 

In other words: we need to get active and take a stand for what’s really 

important. 

 

Stop allowing yourselves to be easily distracted by pointless political 

spectacles and pay attention to what’s really going on in the country. 

 



As I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the 

American People and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, 

the real battle for control of this nation is taking place on roadsides, in 

police cars, on witness stands, over phone lines, in government offices, 

in corporate offices, in public school hallways and classrooms, in parks 

and city council meetings, and in towns and cities across this country. 

 

All the trappings of the American police state are now in plain sight. 

 

Wake up, America. 

 

If they live (the tyrants, the oppressors, the invaders, the overlords), it is 

only because “we the people” sleep. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Rutherford Institute. 
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